Dirty Truth Priority Classification Method
In order to best work through the list of 100 properties presented to the City’ of Atlanta’s Bureau of Code Compliance, we have created a system to prioritize our concerns.    We want to consider addressing property issues in the following manner:

Code Red

These properties present an immediate danger to the community because they are properties where crime occurs or other public safety and health issues such as heavy dumping and litter. Also included in the Code Red category are properties that have been non-compliant for over a year.  Code Red concerns are:

Properties where dumping occurs

Properties where illicit activities take place (e.g. drugs, prostitution)

Properties that attract insects and rodents (e.g. grass severely overgrown) 

Properties that are dilapidated and are clearly inhabitable

Properties that are visibly open
Where a property has been identified as Code Red, we recommend that the structure be properly secured and cleaned up; where possible the property should be demolished and/or seized by the City in cases where illegal activity occurs.

Code Orange

These properties do not necessarily present an immediate danger to the community, but are in proximity to facilities where there are high concentrations of children and families and business activity i.e.—schools, parks and recreation centers, and business and economic development corridors.  Code Orange concerns are:
Properties with overgrown grass
Properties with trash and construction debris 
Properties with broken windows or unsecured entries

Properties where squatting occurs 

Where a property has been identified as Code Orange, we recommend that structures be secured from unwarranted entry, trash be removed from property or grass be cut.

Code Yellow

Properties that have been properly abated but long term strategies for their maintenance have not been clearly defined. Code Yellow concerns are: 

Properties that have been boarded for over a period of six months

Properties that have been vacant for a period longer than one year
Properties where overgrown grass and trash consistently reappears

Where a property has been identified as Code Yellow, we recommend a strategy for developing programs to work with property owners around proper maintenance and compliance.  

